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From January 21 Till February 21, 1999

Sales On Sales 99' The Ultimate Shopping Experience!

GET READY FOR THE THIRD YEAR IN A ROW WHEN FUTUROSCOPE IS TRANSFORMED
INTO AN ACTION PACKED GENTER FOR SHOPPING AT BARGAIN PRICES.

The central focus of this event is on one month of non-stop shopping, shopping 5
and more shopping. Hundred of retail shops are taking part, offering discounts s
The bargains are endless on tashion, textiles,

at sore of the most unbelievable prices.
fine Month from Thuesdiy Junuary 21 F'n Sunday 21 Fehruary 1999, From 400 to 10:00 M N . \
Exhibition Profite ustuos, Tertile, Accessarivs, Electeottics, Computers,Pecfume, Deme applizaces. -
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u losers at th Man and
Woman of the Year Awards

Maha Al-Azar
Social reporter

Only one nominee from each
category can be 1998 Man or
Woman of the Year. But since all
the nominees are winners in their
respective fields, this was a case
of competition without losers.

Indeed. almost none of the 500
guests of the dianer pala staged
at the Regency Palace Tuesday
were sad when the winners were
annownved even if they might
not have voted for them.

Talk of “election campaigns™
was not unheard of, leading one
nominee {a winner as it turned
out) to say: “It would've been
better to torm a committee of
eminent and  well-respected
individuals to choose the win-
ners instead of the uncontrolled
voting where the wealthier peo-
ple could buy more newspapers
and increase the chances of
their favorites.” The nominee
added: “Newspapers were the
biggest winners, what with all
the voters buying them.”

Interspersed with folkloric
dabké, live jazz, and Nadine
Nassar's operatic vocals, emcee
Hoda Ojeily maneuvered the
evening smoothly, with Michel
Moayki, Mohammed Khawli

and Marwan Iskandar introd-
ucing the categories for culture,
environment and business res-
pectively.

“When I was first approached
by Ways CEO Walid Yasmin to
join the committee ... [ hesitated
at first. 1 thought that we already
have enough titles in Lebanon,”
confided Marwan Iskandar in his
speech. “But people abroad al-
ways adimire our dynamism, So 1
thought, why not recognize it.”

Winners in the category of
culture and creative arts were
musician Marcel Khalifeh and
the Baalbeck Festival Commit-
tee, as represented by president
May Arida. Despite reaching
her seventh decade, Arida’s
looks won the admiration of the
younger  generation, who
remember her as the socialite of
1960s and *70s Beirut.

Winners for the environment
were Greenpeace campaigner
Fouad Hamdan and Zeinab
al-Mugqallid, founder of the
community group, Nida al-Ard
(Voice of the Earth), which is
known for its waste separation
program in Arabsaleem even
amidst Israeli shelling.

Hamdan, who is leaving the
country in 10 days, was sitting
with his successor, Ghassan

Sabine Oweiss

Geara, and confided that he in-
terrupted his four-day vacation
with his family in Laqglouq to
attend the extravagaza.

In a rhetoric-laced acceptance
speech, Hamdan noted “dec-
ision-makers are the same people
who abuse the environment and
who kidnapped and assassinated
people during the war.”

Founder of Lebanon’s cons-
umer and producer cooperatives
Mounir Farghal and Lebanese
craft-promoter and Maymouneh-
owner, Yumna Ghorayeb won
in the business category.

Georgette Issa grabbed first
prize, while Fadi Azar and
Rami  Ajaj  respectively
received second and third for the
Agfa prize for best photographs
taken of environmental abuse.

Photos by Mahmoud Kheir

Mareel Khalifeh and Hoda Bd‘root
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Hala Kilani
Daily Star staff

Men and women who have
worked behind the scenes for
the good of the country will
receive the recognition they
deserve this year, thanks to. an

.1 initiative by the Ways. Group,

an advertising agency.
A Man and Woman of the

- Year will be-selected from

among 18 nominees in the envi-
ronment, culture and creative
arts categories, all selected by
committees of experts.
Politicians, however, are not
included because, according to
Ways Group owner Walid
Yasmine “they already have the
media’s undivided attention.”
The final vote, he added, will
be left to members of the public
— who can make their choices at
a website (www.ways.com.Ib) or
by filling in forms in newspa-
pers. The curriculum vitae of
each of the nominees will be

kavailable on the site and votes

must be cast before March 12,
The winners’ names will be
announced soon afterward.
Speaking at a news confer-
ence Thursday, Mr. Yasmine
said the idea was inspired by
Time magazine's Man of the
Year award. “Man and Woman
of the Year is going to become

" an institution and we're going

to organize the activity every

year from now on,” he said.

- Organizations — and not just

individuals — are also included.
“Man or Woman of the Year

" doesn’t have to be one pexson.

Time magazine chose both Bill
Clinton and Kenneth Starr for

* this year’s Man of the Year,”

Mr. Yasmine said. Mr. Starr has
led the prosecution of Mr.
Clinton on charges of perjury
and obstruction of justice.

Mr. Yasmine said that in
selecting names in the business
category, the committee had
considered those. whose contri-
bution has been beneficial for
the country and “not solely those

Awards for Man and Wuman ofzthewYear*

s’j,m

will recogmze those who toil ‘ano

“who’ve amassed the biggest for-
tunes.” He cited the example of
“nominee Mohammed Ghandour,

who introduced large-scale dairy

farms producing fresh milk to
1'Lebanon for the first time. -~ *

% A competition of photographs -

* depicting the sorry state of the
~environment - is also’ being
“launched, said Mr. Yasmine, and
_the pictures will be collected in

an album that will be presented

to the Ministry of Env1ronment
and the media.

Woman of the Year nominees
in the environment category are
Mirvat Abi Khalil of the environ-
mental group Greenline; the vil-
lage of Ersal’s Association for
‘Rural Development for its refor-
estation efforts; and Zeinab
Moqalled for her recycling ini-
tiative in the southern village of
Arab Salim.

For Man of the Year in this
-Fategory,

the nominees - are
bdullah Zakhia, lawyer ‘and
ember of SOS Environment;
ierre Malichev, pharmacist and

i ?‘K‘ b5

nymously

nvironmental dctivist; and Fou- o

d Hamdan, Lebanon’s Green-
ce campaigner.

Women who have been nom-
-inated in the business category
-aré " Yumna - Ghorayeb, the
~founder ‘of Maymouneh Food

Products; Nadia Kemp, a fash-

“ion designer; and May Rxsham,

a jewelry designer.

~-Nominees for Man of theb

Year in this category are Munir
Farghal, general manager of the
Beirut Cooperative network;
Mr. Ghandour; and Maurice,
- Sehnawi of Societe Generale.
Woman of the Year nominees

“for the culture and creative arts -

.category are novelist Huda
" Barakat; the Baalbek Festival
-Committee; and sculptor Salwa
‘Rawdah Shoucair.

Alfred Basbous, sculptor and

founder of the Rashana Inter-
national Sculptor Workshops;
film-maker Ziad Doueiri; and
musician and composer Marcel

Khalifeh, are Man of the Year

‘nominees in that category.
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