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w0 l0sers a the Man and
Woman of the Year Awards

Maha Al-Azar
Social reporer

Only one nominee from each
category can be 1998 Mun or
Woman of the Year. But since all
the nominees are winners in their
respective fields, this was a case
of competition without losers,

Indeed, almost none of the 500
suests of the dinper gala staged
at the Regency Palace Tuesday
were sad when the winners were
announced even if they might
not have voted for them.

Talk of “election campaigns”
was nol unheard of, leading one
nominee (a winner as it turned
out) to say: “It would ve been
better to form & commitiee of
eminent and well-respected
individuals to choose the win-
ners instead of the uncontrolled
voting where the wealthier peo-
ple could buy more newspapers
and increase the chances of
their favorites.” The nominee
added: “Newspupers were the
biggest winners, what with all
the voters buying them,”

Interspersed with folkloric
dabké, live jazz, and Nadine
Nassar’s operatic vocals, emcee
Hoda Ojeily mancuvered the
evening smoothly, with Michel
Moayki, Mohammed Khawli

and Marwan Iskandar introd-
ucing the categories for culture,
environment and business res-
pectively.

“When [ was first approached
by Ways CEO Walid Yasmin to
join the conunittee ... 1 hesitated
at first. T thought that we already
have ¢nough titles in Lebanon,”
confided Marwan Iskandar in his
speech. “But people abroad al-
ways admire our dynamism. Sol
thought, why rot recognize it.”

Winners in the caiegory of
culture and crealive arts were
musician Marcel Khalifeh and
the Baalbeck Festival Commit-
tee, as represented by president
May Arida. Despite reaching
her seventh decade, Arida’s
looks won the admiration of the
younger generation, who
remember her as the socialite of
1960s and "70s Beirut.

Winners for the environment
were Greenpeace campaigner
Fouad Hamdan and Zeinab
al-Mugallid, founder of the
community group, Nida al-Ard
(Voice of the Earth), which is
known for its waste separation
program in Arabsaleem even
amidst Israeli shelling.

Hamdan, who is leaving the
country in 10 days, was silling
with his successor, (Ghassan

Sabine Oweiss

Geara, and confided that he in-
terrupted his four-day vacation
with his family in Lagloug to
attend the extravagaza.

In a rhetoric-laced acceptance
speech, Humdan noted “dec-
ision-makers are the same people
who abuse the environment and
who kidnapped and assassinated
people during the war.”

Founder of Lebanon's cons-
umer and producer cooperatives
Mounir Farghal and Lebanese
craft-promoter and Maymouneh-
owner, Yamna Ghorayeb won
in the business category.

Georgette Issa grabbed first
prize, while Fadi Azar and
Rami  Ajaj respectively
received second and third for the
Agfa prize for best photographs
taken of environmental abuse.

Photos by Mahmoud Kheir
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